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A Foundation Degree 
is a modern, vocational
higher education
qualification which 
combines study with 
hands-on work experience.
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3The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
Designed, developed and
supported by employers who
are keen to make sure that
these degrees meet their
needs, they are highly valued
by both employers and
students because they equip
you with the skills and
knowledge you need to get 
on in the workplace. 
1The Foundation Degree is a level 5 qualification(an honours degree is level 6) but it is a
qualification in its own right. You can use the
letters FdA or FdSc after your name when you’ve
gained your Foundation Degree. You can also
progress from a Foundation Degree to an honours
degree or other professional qualifications.
2Foundation Degrees are for everyone with theability and motivation to succeed: for people
who are unemployed and looking for a way 
into work; for employees who want to get on 
in their job; for those wanting to return to work
or change their career and for people who want to
gain a work-related qualification. 
3A Foundation Degree can also provide a route into higher education for people who
have never before considered higher education.
“By being involved in the development of thiscourse from an early stage, we have had theopportunity to influence the academic content andshape the work-based projects to ensure they are as relevant as possible to our business.”
Chris Keane, Principal Training Officer from 
Rolls-Royce’s Career Development Centre in Derby, said:
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4Foundation Degrees have been around sinceSeptember 2001. Thousands of students 
are currently studying for a Foundation Degree. 
There are hundreds of vocational courses available
covering a wide range of careers including law,
multimedia design, forensic science, e-commerce,
engineering, health and social care, tourism and
veterinary nursing. 
The UCAS website at www.ucas.ac.uk has details of
all Foundation Degree courses – full-time, part-
time and distance learning.
5It’s possible to study for a Foundation Degreein many ways – full-time, part-time, through
distance learning and via the internet. Full-time
courses take two years, other courses take longer
depending on the course and study method. 
And, of course, you don’t have to give up your job
– you can earn while you learn.
6You can study at an FE or HE college, a university, in the workplace or at home in
your own time – the choice is yours, and will
depend on the subject area.
7Starting times may vary. Some have manystarting points; most have at least two –
autumn and January - contact your chosen
institution for details.
“In the next year I may well be posted abroad.The great thing about this course is that I’llbe able to keep studying when away fromhome. All I need is access to an internetconnection and even when this isn’t available,I’ll still be able to work by loading some of thecourses on CD-ROM on to my laptop.”
Lance corporal Dougie Gardner, 
studying for a Foundation Degree 
in business and management, said: 
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8If you want to study part-time, you’ll need to apply directly to the FE or HE college 
or university you want to go to. For full-time
courses you’ll need to apply through the
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service
(UCAS). Visit the UCAS website at
www.ucas.ac.uk for further details.
9Entry requirements for Foundation Degrees areagreed by the institution offering the course 
and they will advise you if you are eligible. 
If you haven’t got any traditional qualifications,
your previous work experience may be taken into
account and assessed through the process known
as the Accreditation of Prior Experiential
Learning (APEL).
6 The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
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7The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
“I was really keen to develop my musical
skills, to help me escape my working 
situation at the time. I was looking to gain
both a qualification and practical experience 
as I believe both are extremely important in
today’s environment.“
As part of his studies, Ramon decided to
produce a blues album as coursework – 
the course’s projects and modules enabled
this to be created. 
“I was able to study everything about
producing an album, from the actual musical
side such as blues history and learning about
modern technology, to the business side
concerning issues such as the promotion and
design of the album. The benefit of the
Foundation Degree for me was I was able to
learn about the practical side of the music
industry as well as develop my music talent.”
His coursework enabled him to gain French 
and American record contracts. He has been
signed by the famous American blues musician, 
Chris Thomas King, who wrote the music for 
O Brother Where Art Thou? and also appeared 
in the film. Ramon's album, Dreams of a Blues
Man by Nu Blues, has recently been released 
and Ramon believes his Foundation Degree 
has been instrumental in achieving his dream. 
“I never believed I could really find success
through music before Foundation Degrees. 
My studies have built my confidence
tremendously and I’m now achieving 
things that I never thought were possible.”
8 The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
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Amanda is membership manager for the Royal
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain and
believes the Foundation Degree has been a
great asset to her professional and personal
development. 
"The Foundation Degree course has benefited
me a great deal. I have developed my
practical skills including problem solving
and analysis skills. As part of my studies 
I undertook projects based directly on my
real-life work experiences. I feel that as a
result of my studies I am a more competent
manager, and I feel I have developed
confidence in the workplace.
Jean-Pierre Moser, head of Public Relations 
and Membership at the Royal Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain commented: 
"The public sector management Foundation
Degree has had a positive impact on Amanda's
development as a manager at the RPSGB. 
It has given her the skills and confidence to
tackle new projects that in the past she may
have believed fell outside of her area of
knowledge and experience."
Foundation Degrees aim to boost graduates’
employability and career development, and 
in the case of the public sector management
degree, the course was designed and created 
in close collaboration with major public sector
employers including the NHS Trusts and the
London Boroughs of Camden and Hackney.
Graduates of the programme will be prepared
for a wide range of careers in local
government, education, the NHS, and the
voluntary and charity sector. 
10 The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
Through the combination of rigorous academic
study and work-based experience, these
Foundation Degree graduates will make for
highly desirable employees.
Evidence of this has already reached course
manager Trevor Rawnsley at City and Islington
College. He is in no doubt of the tangible
value of Foundation Degrees:
“One of the most frequent comments we get as
feedback from employers is that the programme
has helped their employees to become more
confident, to tackle problems and take on
responsibilities they would never have taken on
before. The Foundation Degree is more than
skills and understanding, it is about lifting
people's horizons and giving them the means
to go forward.”
11The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
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13The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
Ford sponsored James throughout his
Foundation Degree studies, support for
which he is grateful. James says: 
“Ford and Anglia Polytechnic University 
(APU) were very supportive of my studies, 
which I appreciated a great deal, especially
as we found out I was dyslexic after studying
two or three modules. My disability didn’t
hold me back – it inspired me. I gained 
a great deal of confidence, enjoyment 
and delight from the Foundation Degree
programme.
“The best experience was the sense of
satisfaction at passing each individual module. 
I enjoyed the process of doing the research,
gaining the information and learning the
subjects.But the most gratifying part was
standing on the stage and graduating. I also
received an Achievement Award from Thames
Gateway for persistence in my performance
throughout the programme of study."
James graduated in July 2003 and in January
2004 he successfully applied for the position 
of Ford production system co-ordinator with 
a lean manufacturing quality system and
attributes his success, in part, to his studies. 
“The Foundation Degree gave me a great
platform to achieve this promotion; 
I found I had an excellent answer to every
interview question. My promotion has enabled
me to build upon the knowledge developed by
the Foundation Degree. 
“My successes have motivated me to enrol 
on the BSc (Hons) management of logistics 
at APU – something I never imagined would 
be possible. I am also mentoring two other
students/colleagues who were inspired by my
achievements and have chosen to take part in
the Foundation Degree programme.”
Peter Cowburn, superintendent, at the
Dagenham Trading Company and Central Repair
Garage at Ford Motor Company commented: 
“James's participation in the degree
programme has been a benefit to both 
James and the company. James has benefited
through being better able to articulate business
issues, particularly in the interview situation. 
The company has benefited through James
being able to analyse issues, prepare reports
and analyse data effectively, skills critical 
to success in his new role as Ford production
system co-ordinator.
14 The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
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Foundation Degree students
are eligible for the same
level of student support as
other students on higher
education courses. 
You may have to pay tuition
fees and you may be entitled
to loans and other financial
support, depending on the
circumstances or maybe your
employer will be willing to
contribute.
Money
Money
Money
“I was lucky to find a company that offered to paythe university fees and keep me employed after I graduated. In my work, the skills and knowledge I have learned in the classroom are extremelybeneficial on site.”
Studying for a Foundation Degree in construction
engineering has proved to be highly beneficial 
for Jason Bale. 
17The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
Tuition fees
The maximum amount that a student would have
to pay towards tuition fees for a full-time course
is currently £1,150 a year. However, many
students pay a reduced amount or none at all –
in fact currently around 60 per cent of students
get help with their fees.
Other help
For students taking a full-time course there are
also student loans available to help with general
living expenses. The maximum amount you can
borrow depends on whether you live at home 
or away, and on your income and that of your
household. But you don’t have to start repaying
your loan until you have finished studying 
and you are earning more than £15,000 a year.
Students from lower income households may 
be eligible for a Higher Education Grant, which
doesn’t have to be repaid, of up to £1,000 a
year. The exact amount you receive depends 
on your income and that of your household.
Part-time students
Part-time students may be eligible for grants
towards fees and course costs. Fees for part-time
courses vary from institution to institution, so
contact the university or college running your
chosen course to find out how much it will cost
and what help may be available.
For further information about help with 
full-time or part-time courses, get a copy of the
booklet ‘Financial support for higher education
students’ by phoning 0800 731 9133,
or visit the student finance website at
www.dfes.gov.uk/studentsupport/
18 The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
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She decided to do the Foundation Degree 
because she wanted to expand her knowledge,
while staying on the same ward and taking on 
a fresh challenge.
Jeanette commented:
“I enjoyed the variety of the course and
particularly the emphasis on work-based
learning and the modules on clinical skills 
and caring for the elderly. 
“I was exposed to a variety of different teams
and disciplines within the entire NHS formation,
but throughout the experience I was supported
by a close-knit group of students, tutors and
employers who offered help and encouragement.” 
The Foundation Degree has undoubtedly
improved Jeanette’s career prospects, although
financial gain is not her main priority. She is
being interviewed for a position as an assistant
practitioner this month. 
As a result of the course, Jeanette feels 
even more passionate about the way patients
are treated and cared for and she has started
mentoring health care assistants. Jeanette
believes that everyone is entitled to fun-filled
training! Through mentoring Jeanette feels
invigorated and that she is making a real
difference. 
She would recommend the course to anyone, 
as she believes that learning is the only way
forward. Jeanette is hungry to learn more and
is currently looking through the new
prospectus from the Bolton Institute.
20 The Student Guide to Foundation Degrees
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The Foundation Degree in manufacturing at 
the University of Huddersfield was designed 
to meet the needs of local businesses by the
Textile Centre of Excellence. The group 
included delegates from engineering, textiles,
clothing and fabrication companies, and all
students were in management positions,
including senior operations managers,
production managers, quality managers 
and technical managers.
The Foundation Degree programme helps
students to analyse a business and understand
how it could grow, develop and increase levels
of creativity and innovation. Students learn to
apply the theory and develop the capability to
manage their new knowledge and skills within
a business organisation.
Nigel Birch completed the FdSc on a day
release basis and plans to continue studies to
complete to BSc in operations management. 
“I believe the course confirmed my potential
to the company directors at Hainsworth’s as 
I was recently promoted from technical 
manager to general manager. Although I work 
for an established textile company and I am fully
committed to my ambitions within Hainsworth’s, 
I believe the qualification will secure my career
within a fragile UK textile industry. 
I believe the FdSc and continued studies to
the BSc (Hons) manufacturing and operations
management will potentially open new
opportunities in production/ operations
management.”
Nigel commented on the personal satisfaction
of studying the Foundation Degree: 
“The FdSc was a great opportunity for mature
students such as myself to take a second 
chance at gaining a nationally-recognised, higher
education qualification. With a full-time
management position, a wife and two young
children, balancing demands on my time was not
always easy, but seeing the grades at the end of
the course was very satisfying. Jean Luc Picard
may even hand me my certificate; it doesn’t get
any better than that.”
Steve Hemming, operations director at 
A W Hainsworth & Sons Ltd says: 
“As part of our plans to develop our management
team for the future we found that the Foundation
Degree in manufacturing offered a format and
content that could be easily integrated into
the working pattern.
“Nigel has improved steadily throughout the
programme and is now able to use these skills as
a base to move forward in his career within the
company and this commitment has also led to
promotion into his new position.”
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For further information on Foundation Degrees
visit www.foundationdegree.org.uk
For lists of Foundation Degr
ee courses 
and information on applying
 for full-time courses
visit www.ucas.ac.uk
For information on student support see th
e website at
www.dfes.gov.uk/studentsupport
There’s also an information booklet for employerscall 0845 60 222 60
or email dfes@prolog.uk.com
and quote reference FDEMPLOYER
Useful 
websites
Further copies of this publication
can be ordered from:
DfES Publications
PO Box 5050
Sherwood Park
Annesley
Nottingham
NG15 0DJ
Tel: 0845 60 222 60
Fax: 0845 60 333 60
Minicom: 0845 60 555 60
Email: dfes@prolog.uk.com
Please quote reference: FDSTUDENT
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